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“The United Voices of Women Make Changes Happen”
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MISSION
The mission of the Yellow Rose of Texas Republican Women is to create a united effort, to rise up as one voice, for a democracy creating a better future for our children and grandchildren.
ARTICLE I 

NAME AND ADDRESS

The name of this club shall be the Yellow Rose of Texas Republican Women.  The address of this club shall be the address of the President.  These Bylaws shall refer to the Yellow Rose of Texas Republican Women as the “club.”

ARTICLE II  

OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of this club shall be:

· To promote an informed electorate through political education; 

· To increase the effectiveness of women in the cause of good government through active political participation; 

· To facilitate cooperation among Republican women in Texas; 

· To foster loyalty to the Republican Party and to promote its ideals; and 

· To work for the election of the Republican Party’s nominees.

ARTICLE III

POLICY

Section 1.
This club, the President, and the Campaign Activities Chairman shall not publicly endorse any candidate for public office in contested Republican primaries, runoff elections, special elections and/or non-partisan elections when more than one Republican is in the race.

Section 2.
This club, the members, nor the officers shall issue statements or pass resolutions on controversial issues in the name of this club without first polling the members and obtaining a two-thirds vote of approval of the members except when acting in convention assembled.
Section 3.
Neither this club nor any individual member may lobby with legislators using the name of the Texas Federation of Republican Women, without the express permission of the Board of Directors of the Texas Federation of Republican Women.

Section 4.
This club shall be a Political Action Committee and registered as such with the Texas Ethics Commission.

ARTICLE IV

MEMBERSHIP AND DUES

Section 1.
Any woman who believes in the philosophy of the Republican Party and in the objectives of this club is eligible for membership.  She must be a United States Citizen and a registered voter.

Section 2.


A. This club shall be a member of the National and State Federations of Republican Women, and shall support their objectives and policies.

B. This club shall not publicly endorse or work for a known candidate of another party in a partisan or non-partisan race where a Republican is in the race.  When more than one Republican is in a non-partisan or partisan race, this club, the President or Campaign Activities Chairman shall not publicly endorse or work for any candidate in said race.

C. An endorsement exemption is effective for members who are candidates for public office or whose husband or another family member is a candidate, provided that said endorsement is not in the name of the club.

D. The name of the club shall include the word Republican, but may not include the word Federation or any religious or issue-oriented connotation.

Section 3.


A. Primary membership dues shall be payable January 1, which shall include state, national, and local dues.  For individuals joining after October 31, the club dues will cover the remainder of the current year and the following year.
B. To be eligible to vote, a member must have paid her dues at least 30 days prior to the vote and must have attended at least one meeting prior to the vote.

Section 4.
A Republican woman, who is a primary member of another Federated local club and who wishes to support this club is eligible for Associate Membership upon payment of required dues.  Republican men are eligible for Associate Membership if they are a United States citizen and a registered voter.  Associate members cannot hold office, have a voice, vote, or be counted for the purpose of determining the number of delegates to National or State Federation meetings or conventions. Associate members do not become members of the State or National Federation through this club.  

Section 5.
The club shall pay an annual service charge required by the Texas Federation of Republican Women and National Federation of Republican Women.

Section 6.
The fiscal year of this club shall be from January 1st to December 31st.

ARTICLE V

OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Section 1.
The officers of this club shall be: President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, 3rd Vice President, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, Political Action Committee Treasurer, hereafter designated P.A.C. Treasurer, and Assistant P.A.C. Treasurer.
Section 2.
Duties of officers

A. The President shall preside at all meetings of this club and of the Executive Committee and shall have general supervision of the work of the club.  She shall be an ex-officio member of all committees except the nomination committee.

B. The 1st Vice President shall be Program Chairman and shall perform other such duties as the President may designate.  The 1st Vice President shall perform the duties of the President in the absence of the President.  The Program Chairman shall be responsible for arranging the programs for the club’s meetings and special events.

C. The 2nd Vice President shall be Ways-and-Means Chairman and shall perform other such duties as the President may designate.  The Ways-and-Means Chairman shall be responsible for making recommendations to the Executive Board for finance generating activities.

D. The 3rd Vice President shall be the Campaign Activities Chairman.  The 3rd Vice President shall perform such duties as the President may designate.  The Campaign Activities Chairman shall be responsible for coordinating the club and campaigns to help elect Republicans, and report volunteer hours of each member.

E. The Recording Secretary shall keep a factual and unbiased record of proceedings of all meetings of this club, shall have custody of all records pertinent thereto, and shall perform such additional duties as may be required by the office.

F. The Corresponding Secretary shall issue all correspondence of this club, shall have custody of all records pertinent thereto, and shall perform such additional duties as may be required by the office. If there is no current Corresponding Secretary, these duties shall fall to a member designated by the President.

G. The Treasurer shall receive and be custodian of the operating funds of this club and shall pay all bills upon authorization of the Executive Committee and bills that are for items already approved on the club’s budget that do not exceed the approved amount.  The Treasurer shall communicate with the officers and the committee chairmen to prepare and submit an annual budget to the Executive Committee for approval. The Treasurer shall keep an account of all monies received and disbursed and shall report in full at the annual meeting, at Executive Committee meetings, and at meetings, as required by the President.  The Treasurer shall collect the membership dues and send dues notices when necessary. The Treasurer shall work closely with the P.A.C. Treasurer to ensure adequate records are available as required by the Texas Ethics Commission and Texas Election laws.  If there is no current Treasurer, these duties shall fall to the P.A.C. Treasurer.
H. The P.A.C. Treasurer shall be Treasurer for the Campaign Committee and shall be custodian of all proceeds from fund raising.  The P.A.C. Treasurer shall keep an account of monies received and disbursed  and report in full at the annual meeting, and as required by the President.  The P.A.C. Treasurer shall file all forms required by law and work closely with the Treasurer to ensure adequate records are available as required by the Texas Ethics Commission and Texas Election laws.  She shall file all reports required by the same in a timely manner and pay all applicable state and federal taxes.  The P.A.C. Treasurer shall be registered with the Texas Ethics Commission.

I. The Assistant P.A.C. Treasurer shall, in the event of an emergency, be responsible for fulfilling the duties of the P.A.C. Treasurer.  She will also be registered with the Texas Ethics Commission.

J. Each member of the Executive Committee (officers and committee chairmen) agrees to each Executive Committee meeting.  Voluntary resignations may be requested if and when a member is unable to participate as demonstrated by the member missing three consecutive general or Executive Committee meetings without prior notification to the President.

Section 3.
Executive Committee: The Executive Committee shall consist of the elected officers, the chairmen of committees selected by the President, the immediate Past President, and the Parliamentarian.

Section 4.
Duties of the Executive Committee: The Executive Committee shall have the authority to transact any necessary business between meetings and all Executive Committee members must be notified to participate.  The Executive Committee shall make recommendations as to policies of this club, advise the President, and determine how to fill vacancies in elective offices that occur between elections. 

Section 5.
The term of office for the President shall be for one year. The 2nd Vice President shall be two years elected in even numbered years.  The term of office for the 1st Vice President and 3rd Vice President shall be two years elected in odd number years.  All other officers and chairmen terms shall be one year.  No officer or chairman may serve in the same position for more than two consecutive terms, except the P.A.C. Treasurer, whose term is unlimited; however, the P.A.C. Treasurer must be reaffirmed every two years in even numbered years by vote of the membership.

Section 6.
The President shall appoint committees and a vote for approval of the Executive Committee shall be required.

ARTICLE VI

FINANCES

Section 1.
The club shall maintain a bank account for the club funds.  All checks written on this account shall require two authorized signatures on all checks.  The Treasurer shall be responsible for the monthly maintenance of this account.

Section 2.
An annual budget shall be presented to the executive board members by the November regular meeting.  The approved budget shall then be submitted to the general membership for approval at the January regular meeting.


Section 3.
The Executive Committee may approve additional expenditures up to $100 for Items not budgeted or exceeds the budgeted amount for that item.  Anything exceeding the amount budgeted or anything exceeding $100 not previously budgeted requires approval of the general membership.

Section 4.
A financial review shall be performed annually.  In September the President shall assign a financial review committee consisting of three to five members.  At least two members of the financial review committee shall not be on the executive board.  The completed report shall be given to the Executive Board no later than December 1st.

ARTICLE VII

MEETINGS

Section 1.
The annual meeting of this club shall be the last meeting of the year.

Section 2.
Regular meetings of this club shall be monthly unless otherwise set by the Executive Committee.  A minimum of six regular meetings shall be held.

Section 3.
Special meetings shall be held at the call of the President or upon the request of one-third of the primary members.  The purpose of the meeting shall be stated in the call, and no other business shall be considered at any special meeting except that stated in the call of the meeting.

Section 4.
Meetings of the Executive Committee shall be held as determined by the President and the Executive Committee members.  The President. shall determine the time and location.
Section 5.
The President and Executive Committee may change the time and place of a regular meeting with 30 days notice to members.  If less than 30 days, members shall be notified as soon as possible by email or telephone of the date, time, and location.   

Section 6.
Special meetings of the Executive Committees may be called by the President or upon the request of a majority of the members of the Executive Committee, the purpose of the meeting to be stated in the call.
ARTICLE VIII
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

Section 1.
This club, at a regular meeting in September, shall elect a nominating committee of three members.  The nominating committee shall elect its chairman from one of its own members and shall report the nominee(s) for each office at the October meeting.

Section 2.
The election shall be held at the November meeting.  Nominations from the floor shall be allowed at the election with the permission of the nominee either in writing or in person.  Written ballots shall be used.  A majority vote shall elect.  In the case that a majority vote is not cast for a candidate, a run-off between the top two shall be held.  If only one person is nominated vote may be by voice.
Section 3.
To be eligible to vote in any election, a member must have paid her dues at least 30 days prior to the vote and must have attended at least one meeting prior to the vote.

Section 4.
Officers shall be installed at the December meeting and will assume their duties on January 1st.

ARTICLE IX
COMMITTEES

Section 1.
The President and the Executive Committee may appoint committees as deemed necessary.

Section 2.
A Political Action Committee, a Legislative Committee, and a Campaign Activities Committee shall sit as standing committees.  Chairman for each of these committees shall be appointed by the President.  The Executive Committee may choose additional standing committees.  The term of the additional committees shall be one year.
Section 3.
A Financial Review Committee, a Finance Committee, and a Nominations Committee shall be elected by the membership as special committees.  These committees shall continue only as long as necessary to carry out its function during the fiscal year they are elected.  The Executive Committee may choose to add other special committees.  The term of the additional committees shall be for as long as necessary to carry out its function during the fiscal year elected.
Section 4.
Reports: All committees shall report to this club at regular meetings and as ordered by the President.  Reports may be presented in writing to the membership.

Section 5.
All committees with financial needs shall provide that information to the Treasurer to incorporate into the annual budget.  Committees that have financial needs above and beyond the approved budget must get approval of the Executive Committee.

Section 6.
The Membership Chairman shall keep an up-to-date roster of the membership of the club and send out notices of dues.  She shall be responsible for membership campaigns, distributing club materials, and acting as the club’s hostess during meetings and special events.

Section 7.
The President shall name as a member of the Executive Committee a Legislative Chairman.  The Legislative Chairman shall be responsible for developing working relationships with the elected officials and keeping the membership abreast of legislative issues.

Section 8.
The President shall name as a member of the Executive Committee a By-Laws/Ethics Chairman.  The Bylaws/Ethics Chairman shall be responsible for reviewing the bylaws, making revision recommendations to the Executive Committee, and ensuring that the activities of the club meet the requirements of the bylaws.

Section 9.
The President shall select a Parliamentarian that shall sit as a member of the Executive Committee.  The Parliamentarian shall be approved by a vote of the Executive Committee.  She shall assist the President in an advisory position and present reference positions on request.  

Section 10.
The President shall appoint a Newsletter Editor.  The Newsletter Editor shall produce a newsletter to communicate club information, and shall be submitted to the TFRW.

ARTICLE X

GENERAL PURPOSE POLITICAL COMMITTEE

Section 1.
A Political Action Committee shall be established and be composed of the President, 3rd Vice President, P.A.C. Treasurer, and two members appointed by the President. The Assistant P.A.C. Treasurer shall sit as an ex officio member, unless she is acting in the absence of the P.A.C. Treasurer where she shall carry out the applicable responsibilities.
Section 2.
The Executive Committee and the general membership shall approve all allocations of funds.

Section 3.
The P.A.C. Treasurer shall serve as the treasurer of this committee and file with State and National all required forms.

Section 4.
A campaign fund account shall be established separate from the operating/general fund account.  It shall be an interest-bearing account.

Section 5.
Services and in-kind contributions shall also be reported.

Section 6.
The P.A.C. Treasurer must follow all state and national laws pertaining to this committee.
ARTICLE XI

REPRESENTATION

Section 1.
This club shall be represented at the biennial State Convention of the Texas Federation of Republican Women (TFRW) in the fall of odd numbered years by as many delegates and alternates as are allowed by the allocation formula established by TFRW in that year.  They shall be selected at the August meeting.

Section 2.
Only elected officers of this club will be eligible to be delegate and/or alternate to the National Federation of Republican Women Convention.  The President will attend as the delegate and the 1st Vice President as the alternate.  In the event that the President is unable to attend, the 1st Vice President would become the delegate and the 2nd Vice President the alternate, and so on down the order of elected officers until both slots are filled.  In the event no elected officials can attend, the delegate and alternate shall be elected from the membership at the June meeting.

Section 3.
A member may be counted as a primary voting member of only one federated women’s club for the purpose of delegate representation at State and National Conventions.

ARTICLE XII

QUORUM

Section 1.
A quorum for any regular or special meeting of this club shall consist of one-third of the primary members.

Section 2.
A quorum for any regular or special meeting of the Executive Committee shall be a majority of the Executive Committee.

Section 3.
The Executive Committee shall accept an electronic vote from the members when voting is required on issues where there is not enough time to call a special meeting.  The quorum for email votes shall be one-third of the primary members.

ARTICLE XIII
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern this club in points of order not covered in these by-laws or in those of the National and State Federations of Republican Women.

ARTICLE XIV
AMENDMENTS

The by-laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of those primary members present and voting at any regular or special meeting, provided notice of the proposed amendment has been given in writing at the previous meeting or in writing to the members seven days prior to the meeting.

ARTICLE XV

DISSOLUTION


This club may be dissolved by a two-thirds vote at any meeting of the local club, provided that notice of the dissolution has been submitted in writing at the previous meeting and has been sent by mail to all members of the local club. In the event of dissolution, the Board of Directors shall, after payment of all liabilities of the local club, distribute any remaining asset to the State Federation. None of the assets shall be distributed to any member or officer of the organization and the right to use the name shall revert to the State Federation.
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