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Mandated Expansions: 
All the health bills 

before Congress de-

pend on a massive 

Medicaid expansion 

to expand coverage. If 

Congress raises eligi-

bility to 133% of the 

federal poverty level, 

33 states would see 

their Medicaid popu-

lations increase by 

30%, and 10 states 

would see their Medi-

caid populations jump 

by 50%. Of course, 

this scenario is far 

worse if Congress 

moves eligibility to 

150% FPL, as pro-

posed by the Senate 

HELP Committee.  
 

Less Flexibility: The 

Obama Administra-

tion and Congress 

have already taken 

numerous steps to roll 

back many of the 

flexibilities extended 

to the state Medicaid 

and SCHIP programs. 

The health care pro-

posals would further 

restrict states ability 

to manage and stabi-

lize their own pro-

grams.  

 
 

Unknown Costs: State 

Medicaid spending is 

already outpacing pro-

jections. Recent surveys 

found that states saw an 

8% increase in spending 

during Fiscal Year 2009. 

Governors and state 

officials should be skep-

tical of any promise 

from Washington that 

these reforms will not 

add additional costs to 

the states. Governor 

Bredesen (D-TN) warns 

that the costs to his state 

alone could be over $3 

billion.  
 

Gutting State Authority  

Transferring State Power 

to Federal Regulators: 
The bills before Con-

gress would place an 

unprecedented amount 

of power in the hands of 

the federal government, 

especially the Secretary 

of Health and Human 

Services, to determine 

health insurance rules 

and benefits. These 

powers have tradition-

ally been held by state 

officials.  
 

Minions to a Federal Bu-

reaucrat: In place of its 

traditional role of regu-

lating health insurance 

markets, the states 
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would become merely 

an administrative arm 

of the federal govern-

ment. State action on 

health care would be 

based on dictates and 

memoranda passed 

down from Washing-

ton.  
 

Flexibility in Name 

Only:  The federal 

one-size-fits-all ap-

proach of the bills 

before Congress 

would undermine 

state reform and inno-

vation. Each state has 

its own demographic 

and political chal-

lenges, and no one 

federal solution can 

address the unique 

needs of each state.  
 

A Better Approach to 

Health Care Reform 

Promote True Federal-

State Partnerships: 
Instead of the top-

down approach of a 

federal health care 

reform, federal poli-

cymakers should em-

brace the principles of 

federalism and allow 

states to develop inno-

vative ways to address 

their unique chal-

lenges to health care 

reform.  
Continued on Pg 8 

The End of Federalism:  

How Obamacare Will Impact States 

'Of the four wars in my life-
time, none came about  
because the  U.S.  was too 
strong.' 
 Ronald Reagan  
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Legislative Chronicles 

Department of Defense Authori-

zation, FY 2010  - Vote Passed  
(281-146, 6 Not Voting) 

 

The House passed this bill author-

izing defense spending, which also 

contains a provision that extends 

the definition of federal hate crimes 

to include crimes in which victims 

are targeted because of their sex-

ual orientation and gender identity. 

 

Rep. Michael McCaul  voted 

NO...... 

Rep. Kevin Brady  voted NO. ..... 

 

Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Appropriations Act, 2010  - 
Vote Passed  (307-114, 11 Not 
Voting) 

 
The House approved the confer-
ence report of this $42.8 billion bill 
funding the Department of Home-
land Security. 

Rep. Michael McCaul  voted YES 

Rep. Kevin Brady  voted NO......  

Bay Area Regional Water Recy-

cling Program Expansion Act  - 

Vote Passed  (241-173, 18 Not 

Voting) 

 
The House passed this bill that is 

intended to help address Califor-

niaôs cycles of drought and reduce 

dependence on water from the 

troubled Bay-Delta ecosystem. 

Rep. Michael McCaul  voted NO 

Rep. Kevin Brady  voted NO...... 

Solar Technology Roadmap Act 

2010.  Vote passed 310-106, 16 

not voting.  This bill guides de-

velopment, research and dem-

onstration of solar energy tech-

nologies. 

Rep. Michael McCaul voted YES 

Rep. Kevin Brady voted NO 

Polling Places for Tomball 

& Montgomery County:  

Election Day  

Tomball: Precinct 529 - 

Tomball United Methodist 

Church 1603 Baker Drive  

Precinct 127 - 

Tomball City Hall (Council 

Chamber) 401 Market Street 

(use Police Dept. entrance) 

Montgomery County:  

www.co.montgomery.tx.us/

election/polls.asp  

Remember Election Day is Novem-

ber 3rd.  

Department of Defense Appro-

priations Act, 2010  - Vote 

Passed  (93-7) 

The Senate approved this $636.3 

billion bill funding the Department 

of Defense during fiscal year 2010. 

Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison  voted 

YES......  

Sen. John Cornyn  voted YES...... 

 
Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, 
and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2010  - Vote Passed  
(263-162, 7 Not Voting) 
 
The House approved the confer-
ence report of this $23.3 billion 
funding bill for the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and Drug Admini-
stration and other related agencies 
and programs.                                                                     

 
 

Rep. Michael McCaul  voted 

NO..... 

Rep. Kevin Brady voted NO...... 

Recent Senate Votes  

Energy and Water Develop-
ment and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2010  - 
Vote Agreed to  (80-17, 3 Not 
Voting) 
 

The Senate approved this $33.5 
billion bill funding the Depart-
ment of Energy, Army Corps of 
Engineers and related agencies 
and programs for FY 2010, 
sending it to the President. 
 
Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison  

voted NO......  

Sen. John Cornyn  voted 

YES......  

Recent Senate Votes  

Recent House Votes  

http://www.capwiz.com/mygov/issues/votes/?votenum=770&chamber=H&congress=1111
http://www.capwiz.com/mygov/issues/votes/?votenum=770&chamber=H&congress=1111
http://capwiz.com/congressorg/issues/votes/?votenum=784&chamber=H&congress=1111
http://capwiz.com/congressorg/issues/votes/?votenum=784&chamber=H&congress=1111
http://capwiz.com/congressorg/issues/votes/?votenum=789&chamber=H&congress=1111
http://capwiz.com/congressorg/issues/votes/?votenum=789&chamber=H&congress=1111
http://www.capwiz.com/mygov/issues/votes/?votenum=315&chamber=S&congress=1111
http://www.capwiz.com/mygov/issues/votes/?votenum=315&chamber=S&congress=1111
http://www.capwiz.com/mygov/issues/votes/?votenum=761&chamber=H&congress=1111
http://www.capwiz.com/mygov/issues/votes/?votenum=761&chamber=H&congress=1111
http://www.capwiz.com/mygov/issues/votes/?votenum=761&chamber=H&congress=1111
http://www.capwiz.com/mygov/issues/votes/?votenum=761&chamber=H&congress=1111
http://capwiz.com/congressorg/issues/votes/?votenum=322&chamber=S&congress=1111
http://capwiz.com/congressorg/issues/votes/?votenum=322&chamber=S&congress=1111
http://capwiz.com/congressorg/issues/votes/?votenum=322&chamber=S&congress=1111
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Projects & Fundraisers  

Donations to the Galveston  

  Libraries  
 

Derek Townsend, associate member and his 

wife, Lisa, Secretary elect of the Yellow Rose do-

nated National Geographic, Britannica Encyclope-

dia and other books to the Yellow Rose to donate to 

the rebuilding of the Galveston 

schools libraries.  It is the hope 

of the Yellow Rose that this 

small donation will not only re-

build the libraries, but also re-

build the spirit that is so a part 

of the Galveston people.  Kudos 

to Derek and Lisa for their unselfish gift to the 

Yellow Rose. 

       Bake Sale Coming Soon!  

Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 21, 

2009.  The Yellow Rose of Texas RW will be having 

their first bake sale.  The event will be held at the 

corner of Main and Cherry Street.  We will begin at 

7:00 a.m. until all bake goods are sold.  All proceeds 

from the bake sale will be used to help fund our Lit-

eracy Projects and operating expenses for the news-

letter.  Start thinking of all of the cakes, pies, and 

breads you would like to bake for the sale. This date 

is parade weekend, so there will be 30,000 people in 

town for the event .   

Get on your Mark, Get 

Set, Bake!  

The Yellow Rose has entered the 21st Century  
 

The Republican Womenõs Club now has a Facebook Group.  Lauren Hargis, the site maintainer, has cre-

ated a page for the club on the social networking site Facebook to spread awareness of the club and pro-

mote our message.  The online group currently has seventeen members but is 

growing in numbers every day.  The Facebook page will be updated with up-

coming events to get the members involved and invite more people to join not 

only the Facebook page, but also to invite people to join the Yellow Rose of 

Texas Republican Womenõs Club.  The site has the location and times of the 

monthly meetings as well as the club website.  The overall goal for the Face-

book group page is to keep current updated events and hopefully get new 

members through members adding there friends.  The Facebook group page is  

 

 http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=home#/group.php?gid=158768709442 .   

 

       

 

 

 

 

   Lauren Hargis, Technology  

If you have not joined the group then run donôt walk to the nearest computer to join immediately! 
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The Editors of the Yellow Rose would like to take our readers down memory lane.  We began our jour-

ney with last monthõs newsletter and continue our reflection of the past by listing some of our most 

noted achievements.  As we prepare to close out our year and begin the process of installing new offi-

cers, setting new goals and objectives for the coming year, it is time to reflect on how such a small club 

can accomplish so muché 

 

 

Lipstick Corner 

Read My Lipstick! 

A Step Back in Timeé.. 

òMission Tomballó began the day with a prayer led by  

Reverend Holiday.  Yellow Rose participants but not pic-

tured are: Becky Clepper, Barbara Tague, Mary Harvey, 

Pat Bailey, Derek and Lisa Townsend  

The residents at Hometown at 

Tomball completing their voter regis-

tration forms and enjoying the root 

beer floats provided by the YR.  

Becky Clepper setting up the root beer 

floats for Voter Registration.  

Powerhouse Church collapses from Hurricane Ike.  Mayor 

Gretchen Fagan, associate member organized òMission 

Tomballó to help clean and prepare for rebuilding. 


