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I would like to dedi-

cate this newsletter 

to all our troops; es-

pecially the women 

who serve in the 

military.  This month 

we will have the dis-

tinct honor of recog-

nizing one of our old-

est, living military  

Womenõs Army Corp. 

(WAC), Opal Patter-

son.  Opal will be our 

special òLipstick Cor-

neró honoree.   She 

will also be featured 

on our Yellow Rose  

website at 
www.yellowroserw.com .   
 

So often we get 

caught up in our eve-

ryday lives that we 

forget or donõt take 

the time to stop and 

think about those in 

the past who have 

contributed to make 

our life safer today 

and for our childrenõs 

tomorrow.  Becky 

and I had the distinct 

pleasure of meeting 

Opal and her niece, 

Joanne.  They are 

both lovely people.  It 

was clear to both 

Becky and I the ado-

ration Joanne had for 

her aunt, as well as the 

pride Joanne had for 

all her auntõs accom-

plishments!  
 

With everything 

Obama and his òstaffó 

are trying to ramrod 

through, we must stop 

and remember people 

like Opal, who made 

the ultimate commit-

ment to serve our coun-

try and who believe 

and fought for our con-

stitution!  So, when we 

feel overwhelmed at 

the constant barrage of 

òissuesó emanating 

from Congress and 

D.C., letõs stop and 

think about the Opalsõ 

of the world and our 

troops, past, present 

and future, and find it 

within us to òfight 

backó by reminding our 

political leaders why 

we sent them to office 

in the first place!   
 

We are not a socialist 

nation!  There are 

many political leaders 

who are fighting back 

and we need to send 

them a message of sup-

port, even if we are not 

in their assigned dis-
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trict.  The Republi-

can Party lost its 

backbone, but now is 

the chance to find 

our way back to our 

moral roots and 

stand tall for what 

we believe in, but 

more importantly, we 

need to send a strong 

message that we are 

not willing to com-

promise with our fu-

ture, nor our chil-

drenõs future! 
 

It is my sincere hope 

that we have cap-

tured the very es-

sence of Opal Patter-

son and her niece 

Joanne, with the rec-

ognition they de-

serve!  Together, we 

can honor Opal and 

others by recapturing 

what our forefathers 

created for this great 

nation of ours!  

 

Sincerely,  

Rosemarie Hubbard 
President  
 

'No arsenal, or no weapon in 

the arsenals of the world, is 

as formidable as the will and 

moral courage of free men 

and women.'  Ronald Reagan  

Presidentôs Message 

http://www.yellowroserw.com
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Legislative Chronicles 

HB 2012 creates two new punishment en-

hancements: a Class B misdemeanor if a 

person drives with a suspended license and 

without insurance; and a class A misde-

meanor if the person driving without insur-

ance or a valid driver license has an accident 

and someone is seriously injured or dies as a 

result of that accident.  HB 2012 Signed by 

Governor June 19, 2009. 

Driver license: 
HB 2730 requires that all applicants under 
the age of 18 take the driving skills exam to 
receive a driver license. The law also re-
quires that a provisional driver license (under 
18) or instruction permit expire on an individ-
ual's 18th birthday, removes the requirement 
that a provisional driver license or instruction 
permit be renewed annually and increases 
the fee for those licenses from $5 to $15. It 
also extends the current phase-two restric-
tions for holders of a graduated driver license 
from 6 months to 1 year. These restrictions 
include limited night driving, prohibited use of 
wireless communication devices and a lim-
ited number of passengers. 
HB 339 increases the total hours of behind-
the-wheel driving instruction a teen receives 
from 14 to 34 and creates an adult driver 
education requirement for applicants older 
than 18 and younger than 21. 
 SB 328 gives DPS the power to suspend a 
minor's driver license if they fail a breath or 
blood alcohol test while operating a water-
craft. Chapter 524 of the Transportation 
Code also clearly defines the suspension 
period for an individual who was under the 
age of 21 at the time when the offense of 
boating under the influence or driving under 
the influence of alcohol occurred. The law 
also increases the reinstatement fee for a 
license suspended under sections 49.04-
49.08, Penal Code from $50 to $100. 
 HB 2730 increases the driver license sanc-
tion from a one-year CDL license disqualifi-
cation to a lifetime disqualification if a person 
uses a motor vehicle to transport, conceal or 
harbor an alien. If a child is engaged in con-
duct involving a severe form of trafficking 
persons, a judge at a juvenile hearing is 
required to order the juvenile's driver license 
or permit to be suspended. 
 HB 2730 prohibits DPS from issuing a driver 
license or identification card to a person who 
has not established a domicile in Texas . The 
law specifies that an applicant may receive a 
driver license at a post office box only if the 
applicant's residence address has also been  
  Continued on pg 10 

Bills Passed and Will 
Take Effect on  
September 1, 2009 
Seatbelts: 
HB 537 requires all occupants 
of a vehicle, no matter their 
age, to be secured by a safety 
belt, no matter where they are 
seated in the vehicle; changes 
the definition of a passenger 
vehicle to include a passenger 
van designed to transport 15 or 
fewer passengers including the 
driver; removes the current 
exemption for third-party Medi-
caid transportation provisions 
regarding the use of child pas-
senger safety seats; and pro-
hibits a motorcycle operator 
from carrying a passenger un-
der the age of 5 unless the 
child is seated in a sidecar 
attached to the motorcycle. 
SB 61 amends the existing 
statute regarding child passen-
ger safety seats. The bill re-
quires that any child younger 
than 8 years of age be re-
strained in an approved child 
passenger safety seat unless 
the child is at least 4 feet, 9 
inches in height. The fine is no 
more than $25 for a first of-
fense and $250 for a second 
offense. The law also creates a 
new court cost for conviction of 
an offense under this section to 
be collected and used by 
TxDOT to buy safety seats for 
low income families. The law 
becomes effective on Sept. 1, 
2009.   

Driving: 
HB 55 makes it illegal to use a 
wireless communication device 
in a school zone unless the vehi-
cle is stopped or a hands-free 
device is used. Cities or counties 
wanting to enforce this law must 
post a sign at the beginning of 
each school zone to inform driv-
ers that using a wireless commu-
nications device is prohibited 
and the operator is subject to a 
fine. It is a defense to prosecu-
tion if the operator was making 
an emergency call 
Concealed handgun: 

HB 2730 increases the penalties 
for driving while intoxicated with a 
child passenger by adding an 
automatic driver license suspen-
sion period for first-time offenders 
and an increased suspension 
period for repeat offenders. The 
driver license re-instatement fee 
for completing an education pro-
gram will rise from $50 to $100.  
Closes a loophole so a person 
who commits an offense as a 
minor cannot circumvent the 
driver license penalty if the per-
son turns 21 before their court 
date. HB 2730 Signed by Gover-
nor June 19, 2009 (except articles 
7, 9, 10, & 13 immediately) and 
article 15 takes effect on Sept. 1, 
2011. & 13 immediately) a 
HB 2730 allows a new Texas 
resident to operate a vehicle with-
out a Texas license for 90 days 
instead of the current 30. (This 
provision went into effect on June 
19, 2009.)and article 15 takes 
effect on Sept. 1, 2011. 
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Projects & Fundraisers  

The Constitution Project 
 

At the Rotaryôs August meeting the President, Darrell Snodgrass presented 
the Yellow Rose with a check of $350 to help defer the cost of purchasing 
ñConstitutionsò for all 5th graders attending Tomball ISD.  The Constitutions 
will be delivered September 17, 2009, on Constitution Day!  The members 
of the Yellow Rose would like to say ñthank youò to Mayor Fagan, Darrell 
Snodgrass and all Rotarians for making this possible!  Your kind donations 
will help our students to better understand our government in a fun and 
simplistic way that extends beyond party lines.  Thank you!! 

Garage Sale Days are almost Here! 
 

The Yellow Rose Garage Sale is almost here!  On September 19th and 20th the Yellow Rose will  host their garage sale at Traderôs Vil-

lage.  If you plan to donate items to the garage sale please contact the Chairman, Barbara Tague at 4tague@sbcglobal.net. 

            

 Mamie Eisenhower Literacy Project 
 

On Friday, August 21, 2009, Vicki Butler-Rindos, Ethics & Bylaws Chairman, Rose Hubbard, President, and Becky Clepper, Literacy 

Chairman delivered books to area schools.  These books were given to Tomball and Magnolia ISD libraries in honor of speakers the club 

had during the months of June, July and August. The Yellow Rose of Texas has presented  a total of 6 books to local schools libraries.  

If you or your organization would like to contribute to the Constitution fund 
please contact Becky Clepper at bclepper72681@aol.com or call Becky at 
713-702-3513 for more information.   

L to R: Rosemarie Hubbard, President; 

Becky Clepper, Literacy Chairman;  

Mr. Moss, THS Principal; Vicki Butler -

Rindos, Ethics & Bylaws Chairman  

L to R: Rosemarie Hubbard, President; 

Becky Clepper, Literacy Chairman; Li-

brarian, Cedric Smith Elementary; Bar-

bie Stanford; Vicki Butler -Rindos, Ethics 

Chairman  

L to R: Rosemarie Hubbard; Presi-

dent; Tomball Elementary Librari-

ans: Tracie Sanders, Janet Muse; 

Becky Clepper, Literacy Chairman; 

Vicki Butler -Rindos, Ethics/ Bylaws 
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WWII FEMALE VETERAN IS OLDEST IN STATE OF TEXAS  

 
On August 28, 2009, we had an opportunity to meet with Opal Patterson and 

her niece, Joanne Wafer, in Opalõs Champions area home.  Her home is a tes-

tament to her past, as well as her lifeõs accomplishments.  While speaking 

with Opal and her niece Joanne, it became quite evident how much love 

Joanne had for her aunt Opal.  Opal and Joanne provided us with most of the 

material found in this YR article, along with the Tomballõs VFW Post 2427 

newsletter dated, Summer of 2009.  Along with the historical perspective Opal 

provided us, we also were given the opportunity to view her beautiful art work 

she had displayed throughout her home.  One framed canvas revealed two 

kittens in a delightful, playful pose with an artistõs precision that one could 

not tell, with utmost certainty, whether it was a photograph or painted can-

vas.  While reviewing her personal memorabilia, Opal was sure to instruct us in the proper placement 

of her personal items.  Every thing has a place and every place has a thing seems  in accordance with 

her military training.   We would like to share what we learned about this amazing woman and her 

lifeõs journey. 
 

Opal Morral was born and raised in Marion Ohio.  One of her hobbies as a child was 

to collect the comic pages, or òfunny papersó in newspapers and magazines.  She 

would then organize them into neat bundles.  She seemed to like art from an early 

age, but she would not pursue art until after she retired.  She found she was very 

good at art.  She painted until she was 93 or 94 when her eyesight began to get 

worse.  Another one of Opalõs hobbies was making mud pies out in the farmõs chicken 

coops.  Playing with the dirt in the chicken coops may have made Opal very ill.  Opal 

became ill with Diphtheria.  The doctor told her parents to burn everything that she 

had: her sheets, her clothes, and her precious comicsõ collections and dolls.  But she was one of the 

lucky ones who survived from the illness.  
 

Opal attended school and took subjects such as: Latin, 

German, French, Plane and Solid Geometry, Physics and 

Chemistry.  She graduated in 1925.  Opal loved the thea-

ter and dances.  She loved to perform as evident by the 

picture on the left.  She loved to give parties and invite all 

the neighborhood children to attend.  She also loved to 

dance.  She was not only beautiful, but fun to be with.  All 

the men loved to be with her.  (This was evident by the full 

dance card she kept in her journal.)  

Lipstick Corner 

Read My Lipstick! 


