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A fifth-generation Texan, 

Rick Perry was born in the 

West Texas town of Paint 

Creek , sixty miles north of 

Abilene , to ranchers Ray 

and Amelia Perry. His 

mother was a long-time 

Haskell County Commis-

sioner and school board 

member. As a child, Perry 

was an active boy scout  

and earned the rank of 

Eagle Scout . Perry at-

tended Texas A&M Uni-

versity  where he was a 

member of the Corps of 

Cadets . Perry graduated 

from A&M in 1972 with a 

degree in animal science  

before joining the United 

States Air Force  flying C

-130 tactical airlift in the 

United States, the Middle 

East , and Europe  until 

1977 when he returned to 

Texas with the rank of 

captain . He worked on 

his father's ranch for a 

year before becoming a 

member of the State Board 

of Education in 1978. Rick 

Perry in his earlier days 

was a Democrat . 
  

Perry served on the State 

Board of Education until 

1986. In 1984, he was 

elected to the state legisla-

ture as a representative of 

Haskell, Texas . He 

served on the important 

House Appropriations and 

Calendars Committees 

during his three terms as 

state legislator. In 1989, 

The Dallas Morning 

News  named him one of the 

most effective legislators in 

the 71st legislature. Perry 

then switched parties, from 

the Democratic Party  to 

the Republican Party  in 

order to run for Commis-

sioner of Agriculture in 

1990,  He served in that 

position until he was 

elected Lieutenant Gover-

nor in 1998 under George 

W. Bush.  
 

 In 1982, Perry married 

Anita Thigpen , his child-

hood sweetheart whom he 

had known since elemen-

tary school. Anita and Rick 

have two children, Griffen 

(18) and Sydney (15). Anita 

attended West Texas State 

University  and has a de-

gree in nursing . She has 

spearheaded a number of 

health-related initiatives 

such as the Anita Thigpen  

Perry Endowment at the 

San Antonio Health Science 

Center, which focuses on 

nutrition, cardiovascular 

disease, health education 

and early childhood devel-
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Rick Perry was part of 

an important shift in 

Texas politics to make 

the state a much more 

firmly Republican and 

conservative place. 
 

 Early in his term as gov-

ernor, Rick Perry worked 

to reform Texas health 

care and make it more 

accessible, increasing 

health funding by $6 

billion and the famous 

CHIP program 

(Children's Health Insur-

ance Program) which 

was designed to insure 

500,000 children. Some 

of these programs have 

faced funding problems 

in recent years. He also 

greatly increased school 

funding prior to the 2002 

election, creating new 

scholarship programs to 

help needy children in 

Texas including $300 

million for the Texas 

GRANT Scholarship 

Program. A total of $9 

billion was allocated to 

Texas public schools, 

colleges, and universities 

and combined with a 

new emphasis on ac-

countability for both 

teachers and students 
 

Continued on page 8 

 Who Will Be Our Next Governor ? 
   Richard òRickó Perry 

Governor Rick Perry 
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Biden: Oops ! We Guessed Wrong 

 
Submitted to American Solutions by Adam Waldeck 

 

On Meet the Press, Vice President Joe Biden was asked 

about the lackluster performance of the $787 billion stimu-

lus package. Remember, it was based on the premise that it 

would "save or create" jobs and keep unemployment under 

8%. Well, we're currently at 9.4%.  

His answer, is that "everyone guessed wrong," and that the 

economy was worse than anyone thought. And their an-

swer? Hurry up and spend it faster! 

They guessed wrong? This bill was rushed through Con-

gress, and voted on without even being read. Without it, we 

were going to experience an economic Armageddon. How 

many examples do politicians in Washington need to under-

stand that maybe, just maybe, our economy shouldn't be 

centrally planned? 

In the end, when politicians try to step in and replace the 

most important component of a free market economy - indi-

viduals making their own decisions about what to do with 

their money - every proposal will be based on guesses.  

We don't need politicians making guesses, particularly 

when their guesses are piling more debt on us at record 

speeds. We need them to have some humility, and have 

some faith in the people they're supposed to represent.  

Every day that we continue to talk about how well the 

stimulus is keeping our economy afloat is a day that we're 

not talking about real economic growth and productivity. 

That's the conversation we need to be having. 

A Call To Action : Please Sign the Petition 

      Submitted to American Solutions by Adam Waldeck 

The Left's interest groups have been mobilizing their grass-

roots activists to pressure Congress to pass the Energy Tax 

(H.R. 2454). Groups such as the League of Conservation 

Voters are telling their members that "Big Oil" is standing 

in the way of this bill passing. 

The fact is, however, that the American people are begin-

ning to realize that "Cap and Trade" is nothing but a massive 

new energy tax system. That's the reason the bill has slowed 

down. In no small part this is thanks to the over 100,000 

people that have already signed the Stop the Energy Tax 

petition, and have sent it along to their friends and family 

urging them to do the same. 

As Nancy Pelosi mentioned recently, they want the Energy 

Tax voted on by July 4. That just means we need to continue 

to push, even harder, and inform people about how bad this 

new tax would be for the economy. 

Some members have been asking us about creating a 

downloadable petition to print out and collect signatures in 

their neighborhoods. So we went ahead and made one, and 

you can download it by going to 

www.americansolutions.com Don't forget to mail or fax 

them back to  American Solutions when you're done. The 

address and number you need is right at the bottom of the 

sheet. 

Is Sonia Sotomayor The Right Choice 
 

     Submitted to American Solutions by Fred Asbell 
 

"Sonia Sotomayor--President Obama's pick to replace retir-

ing Supreme Court Justice David Souter--has not yet been 

approved by the Senate Judiciary Committee, but her history 

of education decisions is already drawing close attention 

from education law experts as they consider the direction she 

might take on schools if confirmed, Education Week reports. 

She has handled only a small number of K-12 education 

cases during her 17 years on the federal bench, but the trials-

-which have focused on such key issues as special education, 

racial discrimination, and student freedom of expression--

could offer clues on future school policy matters if she joins 

the court. 

Sotomayor is viewed as a moderate on education is-

sues. However, she leans more to the left in her deci-

sions and is seen as an activist to promote personal 

viewpoints to create legislation. In 26 of her school 

cases Sotomayor ruled in favour of the school districts 

83% of the time.  She ruled in favour of school districts 

58% of the time on the 13 special education issues.  

 

 

Becky Clepper Legislative Chairman 

Legislative Chronicles 

http://www.americansolutions.com/economy/2009/05/inheriting-or-accelerating-the-debt.php
http://www.americansolutions.com/economy/2009/05/inheriting-or-accelerating-the-debt.php


Page 3 Volume 2, Issue 7 

Mamie Eisenhower Literacy Project 
 

The Yellow Rose of Texas has added to their donations to the 

Tomball Independent School District by purchasing two more 

books for libraries.  The first book, The Golden Rule by Ilene Coo-

per will be presented to Lakewood Elementary in TISD in memory 

of Becky Clepperôs grandmother, Viola West who passed away on 

May 30, 2009 at 98 years old. . Becky is the Legislative Chairman 

of the Yellow Rose.  The second book, Let Freedom Ring: The 

Words that Shaped America  by author Sterling Publisher will be presented in honor of our guest speaker for 

July, Borah Van Dormolen, 25th President of TFRW.  To date, The Yellow Rose has presented a total of 5 

books this year to area schools in honor of Mamie Eisenhower.  

The Constitution 

Project 

 
 

The Yellow Rose will be participating in the 

TFRW Constitution Project.  This projectôs goal 

is to get the Constitution in the hands of every 

5th grader in Tomball Independent School Dis-

trict and Magnolia Independent School District.  

At this time the Board is contacting the Princi-

pals of each school and also finding  individual 

sponsors to help with the funding of this impor-

tant project.  Not only will each student get a 

pocket size Constitution but it will also include 

the Declaration of Independence and 24 Question 

and Answer cards.  If you would like to contrib-

ute to this project please contact Becky Clepper 

at 713-702-3513 or by email to: 

bclepper72681@aol.com.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fundraiser Scheduled 
 

 

On September 19ï 20th, the Yellow Rose 

members will have a garage sale.  The ga-

rage sale will take place at Traderôs Village.  

So, begin saving all of your treasures to sell 

at the garage sale.  The fundraiser is to raise 

funds for our dictionary project and our Lit-

eracy projects including the Constitution 

Project that is underway.  If you can work at 

the fundraiser or for more information 

please contact the Chairman, Barbara Tague 

at 4tague@sbcglobal.net.  

 

Projects and Fundraisers  



Energizer Bunny 
 

 

We all are familiar with the Energizer Bunnyò, but how many know that it was created in the likeness of our Mary Lu Wiley?  

Well, perhaps I am taking a little journalistic license here, but as far as I am concerned it is highly likely.  Though her 

ñtraining in energyò obviously began prior to her moving to Tomball in 1983, this lady is nothing short of a dynamo ï travel-

ing the world, volunteering, visiting the infirm and the elderly, caring for her two granddaughters at every opportunity, plus 

being a devoted wife and mother, gardener, readeré..the list seems endless. 
 

Through the years I have known her, she was first an acquaintance, then a fellow City Councilwoman, and now is a mentor 

and a dear, dear friend.  What I have always appreciated about Mary Lu is her honesty - in EVERYTHING she does.  Oh, 

weôve had our differences, but she never fails to listen, to consider your side or an issue, and stick by her guns or change her 

mind if your argument seemed logical.  That is one of her most amazing qualities ï to really listen, to care enough to change 

her mind, or simply say ñthank you for your opinionò and move on in the direction in which she was headed. 
 

You know what; maybe her energy is second to her talent of absolute recall.  The woman doesnôt forget a thing!  I learned 

early on that I could argue concepts, but I could not and would not argue facts, dates, or figures.  That wonderful mind she 

possesses never stops learning new things, searching for new truths, or forgets honoring a commitment, a meeting, or an op-

portunity to help someone or some cause. 
 

She received her B.A. degree from East Texas Baptist College, her M.A. from the University of Texas in Austin, and her 

Doctor of Education degree in curriculum and instruction from the University of Houston.  After teaching English, Language 

Arts, and Reading in grades 7 through 12 for five years, she  went on to become a Lecturer, Assistant Professor, and Teaching 

Fellow at the U of H from 1976 to 1987.  It shouldnôt surprise anyone that she has publications to her credit, as well as a list 

of professional associations to which she belongs or has been involved with that is far too lengthy for this epistle.  Without 

exception, each reflects the caliber of her intensity and drive. 
 

Presently Mary Lu serves on the Tomball Museum Board, is an active volunteer for the Volunteers in Policing, a member and 

past president of Study Club and the Garden Club, a past president of the Tomball Citizens Police Academy Alumnae Asso-

ciation, and a Yellow Rose member, of course. Yet, with all of this on her plate, she still finds time to teach a Sunday School 

class, chair a night circle, and work at vacation bible school at her church. 
 

Serving together on the Tomball City Council is when I began to know this ñbunny with total recall.ò  We had some wonder-

ful times together ï she, the second woman to serve, and I being the third.  Theda Henry opened the door for women on the 

Tomball Council.  During that same period she was a supervisor of student teachers in five school districts for Texas A & M:  

she was a referee and umpire for the U. S. Tennis Association where she worked with youth, adult, and professional tennis 

tournaments; and she co-founded the Lone Star Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa International. 
 

If you are still reading, you will find that she chaired the Tomball Planning Commission four of the six years she served, was 

on the Strategic Planning Commission, served as Mayor Pro Tem, was the treasurer of the EMS Board, and was appointed to 

the Tomball Regional Hospital Board.  She has graduated from both the Tomball Citizens Fire Academy and the Tomball 

Citizens Police Academy (being its 2007 Outstanding Volunteer with 500 hours of service) and is on the Citizens Emergency 

Response Team.  
 

This busy lady serves warrants, patrols as a neighborhood watch volunteer, plants flowers at the museum 

where she also serves cookies and punch every year during the annual candlelight open house celebration, 

and is regular with the cookies and cupcakes she bakes for the Police Department. 
 

Upon her return from Sicily, her most recent overseas trip, she exclaimed, ñI have now visited 150 different countries!ò  What  
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Read My Lipstick! 

you might be more interested in knowing is that on some of her trips she has chosen to sail on honest-to-goodness working 

freighters instead of luxury cruise ships.  Iceland, the North Pole, Korea, it makes no difference, upon her return she always  

prepares a slide show presentation of her travels along with mementos she collected to share with friends, school children,  and 

groups in our City.  
 

Never thought that this might prove to be difficult ï this writing about a friend.  Yet it is.  There just isnôt enough space in this 

newsletter or adjectives in my vocabulary to do this lady justice.  I could go on for pages but will close with a quote that Mary Lu 

always says when we part, ñDonôt forget how much I love you.ò    Love you back, Girl, youôre tops in my book. 
 

After teaching English, Language Arts, and Reading in grades 7 through 12 for five years, she  went on to become a Lecturer, As-

sistant Professor, and Teaching Fellow at the U of H from 1976 to 1987.  It shouldnôt surprise anyone that she has publications to 

her credit, as well as a list of professional associations to which she belongs or has been involved with that is far too lengthy for 

this epistle.  Without exception, each reflects the caliber of her intensity and drive. 
 

Presently Mary Lu serves on the Tomball Museum Board, is an active volunteer for the Volunteers in Policing, a member and past 

president of Study Club and the Garden Club, a past president of the Tomball Citizens Police Academy Alumnae Association, and 

a Yellow Rose member, of course. Yet, with all of this on her plate, she still finds time to teach a Sunday School class, chair a 

night circle, and work at vacation bible school at her church. 
 

Serving together on the Tomball City Council is when I began to know this ñbunny with total recall.ò  We had some wonderful 

times together ï she, the second woman to serve, and I being the third.  Theda Henry opened the door for women on the Tomball 

Council.  During that same period she was a supervisor of student teachers in five school districts for Texas A & M:  she was a 

referee and umpire for the U. S. Tennis Association where she worked with youth, adult, and professional tennis tournaments; and 

she co-founded the Lone Star Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa International. 
 

If you are still reading, you will find that she chaired the Tomball Planning Commission four of the six years she served, was on 

the Strategic Planning Commission, served as Mayor Pro Tem, was the treasurer of the EMS Board, and was appointed to the 

Tomball Regional Hospital Board.  She has graduated from both the Tomball Citizens Fire Academy and the Tomball Citizens 

Police Academy (being its 2007 Outstanding Volunteer with 500 hours of service) and is on the Citizens Emergency Response 

Team.  
 

This busy lady serves warrants, patrols as a neighborhood watch volunteer, plants flowers at the museum where she also serves 

cookies and punch every year during the annual candlelight open house celebration, and is regular with the cookies and cupcakes 

she bakes for the Police Department. 
 

Upon her return from Sicily, her most recent overseas trip, she exclaimed, ñI have now visited 150 different countries!ò  What you 

might be more interested in knowing is that on some of her trips she has chosen to sail on honest-to-goodness working freighters 

instead of luxury cruise ships.  Iceland, the North Pole, Korea, it makes no difference, upon her return she always prepares a slide 

show presentation of her travels along with mementos she collected to share with friends, school children, and groups in our City.  
 

Never thought that this might prove to be difficult ð this writing about a friend.  Yet it is.  There just isnõt 

enough space in this newsletter or adjectives in my vocabulary to do this lady justice.  I could go on for pages but 

will close with a quote that Mary Lu always says when we part, òDonõt forget how much I love you.ó    Love you 

back, Girl, youõre tops in my book. 
  

Written with love, Diane Holland  
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Conservatism: Of The People, By The People, For The People 

A Day in The life of an election judge  

 

By Matt Heffernan  

 

As an election judge your day begins the day before the election by setting up the equip-

ment.  The day of the election I get to the polling place at 6:00am. As election clerks arrive 

they help me setup equipment. After all clerks have arrived they will be given the oath. Then 

we check all equipment and zero out Judge's Booth Controller (JBC) this machine gives you 

your code to vote. We then Post signage. During the day we sometimes have to confirm 

with the county that a person is eligible to vote. We also have to prevent people from wear-

ing buttons, t-shirts, stickers of candidates or taking pictures of candidates while voting. As 

you can imagine this can get kind of intense, sometimes to the point of calling the police. 

Most of the time we just help people use the machines.  The polls are closed at 7:00pm, 

and then the clerks assist down e-slates and putting booths away. While I close down the 

JBC and verify counts. The clerks go home and I lock the polling location. I then take the 

JBC and election results to the county clerkôs office. The latest I ever returned  home on 

election day is 2:00am.  

Being an Election Judge is very rewarding to me. You get to meet a diverse group of people 

that all have the same goal, which is to elect an individual to public office. The right to vote 

is the essence of democracy.  As an election judge it is  my job to make sure everyone that  

eligible to vote is allowed to do so. It is our most precious right as American Citizens.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 Board 

Meeting 5:30 

4 5 6 Christmas           

Party  

7 8 BBLP  

Delivery TISD 

9 10 11 12 13 Delivery 

of Wreaths 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

July 2009 
       

   1 2 3 4 

 

5 6 7 8General 

Meeting @ 6  

Los Toros Rest. 

9 10 11 

12 13 14 15  16 17 18 

19 20 21 22  
 

23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  



  

  

Important Dates to Remember 
 

July 8:  General  Meeting @ Los Toros Restaurant.  

Borah Van Dormolen , Guest Speaker.  

Topic: Federation Structure 

 

August 1 : Submit written notice of intent to run for 

office to Becky Clepper, Chairman of Nominating 

Committee @ bclepper72681@aol.com. 

 

August 12:  General Meeting @ Los Toros Rest. Tenta-

tively scheduled is US Congressman Michael McCaul, 

Guest Speaker & Recommendations from Nominating 

Committee. 

Continued from page 1 

 

Perry's campaign for lieutenant governor and governor rested 

to a large extent on a tough stance on crime . In June 2002 , 

Perry veto ed a ban on the execution of mentally-retarded in-

mates. He has also backed block grant s for crime  programs.  

Another important element of Perry's platform has been tort 

reform ; as lieutenant governor he had tried and failed to place a 

limit on class action awards and allowing plaintiffs to distribute 

awards among several liable sources. In 2003, Perry sponsored a 

controversial proposal that capped medical malpractice  re-

wards; the proposal ultimately passed. 
 

Perry, a committed fiscal conservative , has made tax reform  

and job growth chief aims of his policies as governor. Perry re-

sisted new income and sales tax es, protected the state's Rainy 

Day fund , balanced  the state budget, and worked to reduce 

property tax es that exploded with inflation  in property values 

in the late 1990s. He has been credited with attracting thou-

sands of jobs to Texas in recent years by cutting payroll and 

property taxes. His sales tax  cuts have attracted new retail to 

Texas but in recent years his tax relief has come under scrutiny 

for sapping strength from government programs, particularly 

education. 
 

Perry has backed states' rights on several occasions, including 

the ability of states to decide their own policy on the environ-

ment  and on drugs . 
 

Editorsõ Note: This is the first series of Governor candidates the 

YR will profile.  

 

Contact Information:  
 

Yellow Rose of Texas P.O. Box 1323 Tomball Texas 77377 or 

Becky Clepper @ 713-702-3513 or  

Rosemarie Hubbard @ 281-757-0994 

 

 

Report from Voter Registration Chairman 
Members to Become Deputies  

 

On July 8, 2009 the members of the Yellow Rose will be 

sworn in for a second year as voter registrar deputies.  Marty 

Morrison from Leo Vasquezôs office of Harris County will 

swear in the members at the meeting on Wednesday, July 8, 

2009.  Last year, twelve members were sworn in as deputies.  

Together, they registered over sixty new voters in Harris 

County.  The members are hoping to break that record this 

year as the voter registration/Get Out the Vote program gets 

underway in the next few months.  If you are interested in 

becoming a voter registrar deputy please attend the meeting 

on July 8, 2009.  You must be a registered voter in Harris 

County. 
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