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A sixth generation 

Texan from San Anto-

nio, Commissioner 

Elizabeth Jones was 

elected three times to 

the Texas House of 

Representatives before 

her appointment in 

2005 by Governor Rick 

Perry to the Texas 

Railroad Commission. 

In November 2006 she 

was elected to serve a 

six-year term.  
 

She currently serves 

as the Railroad Com-

missionõs representa-

tive to the Coastal Co-

ordination Council 

(CCC), the Coastal 

Land Advisory Board, 

and is a member of the 

Interstate Oil and Gas 

Compact Commission 

(IOGCC). Commis-

sioner Jones was ap-

pointed by the IOGCC 

to represent its inter-

est in the Research  

Partnership to Secure 

Energy for America 

(RPSEA). A non -profit 

corporation, RPSEA 

partners with energy -

related entities and 

research organizations 

to help meet the na-

tionõs need for hydro-

carbon resources. 
 

During her tenure in 

the Texas Legislature, 

Commissioner Jones 

was one of Texasõ three 

appointees to the 

Southern States En-

ergy Board, whose mis-

sion is to enhance eco-

nomic development and 

to improve living condi-

tions through innova-

tions in energy and en-

vironmental programs 

and technologies.  
 

She also served as 

Chairman of Budget 

and Oversight for the 

Energy Resources Com-

mittee and served on 

committees such as the 

Appropriations, Local 

and Consent Calen-

dars, and Select School 

Finance. In addition, 
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she successfully 

spearheaded efforts 

to establish a public 

umbilical cord blood 

center in Texas.  

The Texas Cord 

Blood Bank, located 

in San Antonio, will 

store and provide um-

bilical cord stem cells 

to treat diseases like 

leukemia, lympho-

mas, sickle cell ane-

mia and primary im-

munodeficiency.  
 

The recipient of many 

awards recognizing 

her work ethic in the 

Legislature, Commis-

sioner Jones under-

stands how important 

industries regulated 

by the Commission 

are to our state's 

economy and to our 

national security. She 

will continue to work 

steadfastly to ensure 

the protection of our 

stateõs natural re-

sources as well as 

foster the growth of a 

strong domestic en-

ergy industry.  
 

A graduate of the 

University of Texas 

at Austin, she and 

her husband Will are 

the parents of two 

college age children.  

  Who Will Be Our Next Senator?  
   Commissioner Elizabeth Ames Jones  

 

Editorõs note: It is our mission to 

keep our voters informed on who is 

running for office.  We our continuing 

our series regarding the Senatorõs 

race.  Our first feature was Kay 

Bailey Hutchinson, followed by Roger 

Williams, Michel Williams, and now 

Elizabeth Ames Jones.  
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Legislative Chronicles 

Bills Finally Passed  

HB 8-(Otto-Dayton) changes the Comptrollerôs annual 

property value study to every other year and substitutes a  

review of the appraisal district processes and standards in 

the interim year.  
 

HB 1969 (Hartnett-Dallas) nullifies penalty clauses in wills 

when challenged in good faith.  
 

HB 2549 (Davis-Houston) requires periodic audits by 

CPAs by county departments of education in counties with 

at least 3 million people in population.  
 

Chubbing Returns in the House  

Chubbing is when legislators ask endless questions on an 

issue to try to talk it to death. Itôs the House version of a  

filibuster. House Democrats let the leadership know (and 

the public through press conferences) they did not want  

the Voter ID bill to make it to the House floor. http://

www.star-telegram.com/state news/story /1388699.html to  

demonstrate what would happen if it does ñ Democrats 

spent a couple of hours chubbing on the sunset bill for the  

Texas Department of Agricultureò as reported by Jason 

Embry on his first Reading blog. This was a totally non- 

controversial bill yet two hours was spent taking time away 

from other bills in waiting. The Voter ID bill was set on  

the House calendar for Saturday ahead of other bills that 

House members would like to see passed. The Republicans  

are daring the Democrats to chub all of these bills to death.  

No Veto Override for Stimulus Funds Bill. 
 

SB1569 (Eltife-Tyler) which makes the necessary changes 

in unemployment benefits to allow Texas to get $555  

million in federal stimulus funds did not make it to the 

House floor in time for the legislature to override a Perry  

veto.  
 

SB 891 passed this week to authorize the State Board of 

Education to develop a PE curriculum for schools.  

According to the bill analysis 42% of Texas fourth graders 

are obese or overweight and are at risk of becoming  

overweight.  
 

SB 488 (Ellis-Houston) this bill applies to all vulnerable 

road users which includes a bicycle, hand cycle, horse- 

driven conveyance, unprotected farm equipment, or a per-

son operating a motorcycle, a moped, motor-driven cycle,  

or motor assisted scooter. The law requires a passing dis-

tance of three feet for cars and light trucks. It also  

prohibits cutting them off on a right hand turn, intimida-

tion, harassment, taunting, throwing liquid or threatening  

maneuvers.  
 

Smoking Bill is on Life Support  

This bill would ban smoking in public places. Big 

Brother is the reason the votes were not there to pass this 

bill into law. The sponsor of the bill, Ellis-Democrat of 

Houston, says he did not have the votes to bring it to the 

Senate floor.  
 

HCR 50 is the bill that reasserts Texas sovereignty. Al-

though, the bill was stalled on a point of order on Tues-

day, Rep. Creighton from Conroe had the bill back out of 

committee with the point of order cured by noon on  

Wednesday. It is back on the calendar and was to be 

heard on Saturday.  
 

Concealed Guns on Campus  

Although, HB 1893 (Driver-Garland) authored the bill 

allowing concealed weapons to be carried on college  

campuses it never made it to the floor for a vote before 

the deadline, but the Senate version passed the Senate by 

a 20-11 vote and is on its way to the House.  
 

A Waste of Time  

The Paluxysaurus Jonesi takes the next step and moved 

closer to becoming the official state dinosaur as reported 

by the Star-Telegram. http://www.star-telgram.com/804/

story/1384882.html.  

The Legislature passed HCR 237 designating the Brady 

World Championship BBQ Goat Cook-off as the official  

Texas State Goat BBQ Championship Cook off, after 

immediately passing that Mills County was the official 

Texas Championship.  
 

 

Official Perks  

According to an article in the El Paso Times the local 

sheriff has a list of officials that may call the sheriffôs  

department for a ride home if they are drunk. http://

elpasotimes.typepad.com/capitol/2009/05/chavez-

amendment-would-prohibit-local-officials-from-drunk-

dialing-sheriff.html. Rep. Chavez is proposing to outlaw 

this practice.  

Becky Clepper Legislative Chairman  
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Projects and Fundraisers 

Powerhouse Church collapses.  Mayor 

Gretchen Fagan organized òMission Tomballó 

to help clean up the grounds.  

Yellow Rose members answered the call from 

the Mayor.  Pictured Barbara Tague, 2nd VP 

and her husband David helping with the clean -

up. 

Cluckers Restaurant fed over 100 volunteers 

of ò Mission Tomball.ó Pictured in back-

ground: Mary Harvey, Associate Member of 

Yellow Rose. 

ò Mission Tomballó began the day with a prayer 

led by Rev. Holiday.  Yellow Rose Participants 

but not pictured are: Becky Clepper, Barbara 

Tague, Mary Harvey, Pat Bailey, Derek & Lisa 

Townsend. 

On Saturday, May 23, 2009 the Mayor of Tomball, Gretchen Fagan, organized a clean up effort for the Powerhouse Church 

on Timkin Lane in Tomball.  The church had been damaged by Hurricane Ike and finally collapsed.  The Yellow Rose mem-

bers answered the community service call by volunteering.  The day began around 9:00 a.m. with a blessing and a request 

for safety of the workers by Rev. Holiday of the Powerhouse Church.  Over 100 volunteers from the community showed up to 

work.  Some of the members from the Yellow Rose were Barbara Tague, 2nd Vice President; Becky Clepper, Legislative 

Chairman; Lisa Townsend, Campaign Activities Chairman; Derek Townsend, Tomball City Council and Associate member 

of Yellow Rose.  Other Associate Members representing the Yellow Rose were Pat Bailey and Mary Harvey.  A Big Thank 

You goes to Waste Management for donating the dumpsters, MAS Contractors for donating the heavy equipment, and Joey 

Equia of Cluckerõs Restaurant for feeding the over 100 volunteers with a delicious wing basket.  This was another example 

of Tomball, Hometown with a Heart.  



. 
   

  Blazing New Trails  
 

 

 

Doris Roach Johnson has blazed new trails most of her life.  She graduated 

from Tomball High School in 1948, and she married her high school sweetheart 

Joe Mac Johnson.  Joe and Doris had four children: Eric, Cindy, Kent and 

Kyle.  After her children were all in school she found new trails to blaze.  She was the first President of 

the Tomball Chamber of Commerce.  Under her stewardship, the Miss Tomball Pageant was born.  She 

directed the first pageant in 1967 and the pageant has grown from 25 girls to 50 girls today.  She then 

set her sights on another activity for Tomball: Under her direction the Tomball Christmas Parade was 

founded. 
 

Doris and her husband, Joe, worked for the Republican Party by offering to work the primaries.  Joeõs 

dad held the primary elections in his garage.   Back in the day of paper ballots Doris was a counter.   Re-

calling this period of time, she states, òNow that was interesting.  There would be a caller and five of us 

would record the counts as he called them out.   One time we did that for nineteen hours straight.ó  Joe 

and his dad were both delegates to the state convention, but because of Dorisõ job with the chamber she 

could not step out as  a leader because òmost of my bosses (the businessmen) were not Republican at that 

time.ó  
 

After Doris left the Chamber, she became a businesswoman.  She and Joe bought the Brautigamõs De-

partment Store in Tomball, and the store was renamed Johnsonõs Department Store.  Doris was born a 

fashion guru. She was the first store that would cater to the businesswomen of Tomball.  She would coor-

dinate their outfits for meetings, conferences and everyday work to make sure they were seen as profes-

sionals.  Shortly after Johnsonõs opened for business, Joe was offered a job at Stephen F. Austin College 

as Personnel Director.  So, they sold the store and moved to Nacogdoches.  Joe passed away several years 

ago, but Doris and three of her children and their families still live in Nacogdoches.       
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Lipstick Corner 

 

Read My Lipstick! 

Doris Johnson with George Bush at 

Tomball Chamber Banquet in 1970.  
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If you have something cute 

you want to share, please 

forward to Becky Clepper at 

BClepper72681@aol.com 

OR Rosemarie Hubbard at 

Hubba12@msn.com 

Robert Smith Jr.  


