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Who Will Be Our Next Senator?

Michael L. Williams is a
Commissioner of the Rail-
road Commission of Texas,
the state's oldest regula-
tory commission. He
chaired the Commission
from September 1999 to
September 2003 and again
from July 2007 to Febru-
ary 2009. Williams began
his tenure at the Railroad
Commission in January

ment by then-Governor
George W. Bush to fill a
vacant seat. He was then
elected statewide in No-
vember 2000 to complete
the unexpired term. The
people of Texas re-elected
him to a full six-year term
in 2002 and then again in
November 2008 to a term
expiring in 2014. He is the
first African American in
Texas history to hold an
executive statewide
elected post.

Williams serves as Chair-
man of both the Gover-
nor s Compet.

Council and the Gover-

n o r Bean Coal Technol-
ogy Council. He represents
the Governor and the Rail-

1999 following his appoint-

road Commission on both
the Southern States Energy
Board and the Interstate
Mining Compact Commis-
sion. He also is an ap-
pointee on the National
Coal Council, an advisory
board to the U.S. Secretary
of Energy. Williams also
serves as the Railroad Com-
mi ssionds
the agencyds
reform and technology mod-
ernization efforts.

An advocate of alternative
energy, Willi
Easyo6é initi
the conversion of Texas
public and private fleets,
especially school buses,
from diesel and gasoline to
environmentally cleaner,
cheaper and domestically
produced natural gas and
propane.

The son of public school
teachers and the husband
of a mechanical engineer,
Williams understands the
importance of education as
a foundation for our future.
He is the creator and co-
sponsor of
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our mission to keep
our voters informed on
who is running for
office. We our continu-
ing our series regard-
ing the
Our first feature was
Kay Bailey Hutchin-
son, followed by Roger
Williams, and now
Michel Williams.
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Sena

mer camp for 6th through
12th graders to inspire
the next generation of
scientists, technologists,
engineers and mathema-
ticians. Williams was an
adjunct professor at
Texas Southern Univer-
sity in the School of Pub-
lic Affairs and Texas

Meslepam SchalrofdLaw. 0

dHeg is h @rdud alymnus of
the University of South-
ern California, from
which he obtained a

nt% ache é oro.s
a?a\ci)vd oreer. €d the
VeV EREm pions
He is the immediate past
Honorary State Chair-
man of Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Texas. He also
narrates stories for chil-
dren of all ages, including
the visually impaired and
those with special needs.
His narrations have been
featured on the Chicago
Lighthouse for the Blind.
Williams initiated the
Texas response against
the tragedy in Darfur. He
also has served in a vol-
unteer capacity as the
ng?e@"algodns%lrg the
Charep%b%éan ﬁart; of M-
Texas, the chairman of
¢he Texas Juvenile Pro-
bation Commission, on
the Board of Directors of
the Arlington Chamber of
Commerce, the Texas
LPathlie Policy Foundation
and Our Mother of Mercy
Catholic School.
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Legislative Chronicles

Marilyn Davis, TFRW Legislative Chair

The Rose Review
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I'tds May!

We made it to May without any major legislation hitting
Governor Perrybs desk.
today (for you new readers, Sine Die is the Latin way
to say the sessionbs over
House committees can vote out bills and May 13 is
the final day the House
less than two weeks. If legislators want to get bills on
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Gov. Perrybés desk in time
they need to get in high gear.
SB 1659 by Sen. Eltife (R-Tyler)ona6-2 v ot e.

the bill that makes the law changes necessary for
Texas to qualify for the $555 million in unemployment
benefits and the bill most likely to draw a Gov. Perry
veto. The committee eliminated an amendment to the
bill that was added on the Senate floor making the law
contingent on the state receiving the feds money.
Evidently they believe that amendment would violate
federal guidelines (see
Voter ID Posturing
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Rep. Todd Smith (R-Euless), House Election commit-
tee chair, circulated a draft of his compromise voter ID
legislation and was met with a statement signed by 71
House Republicans stating their unequivocal require-
ments for the bill. They said the bill must:

Ensure valid photo identification is needed to vote
Take effect at the next possible uniform election date
Be free of any registration requirements such as same
day voter registration that dilutes the intent of the bill,
which is ensuring fair and accurate elections

Increase criminal penalties for voter fraud and regis-
tration

Rep. Smithés bill evident
and Smith is reportedly working on bill revisions. No
word for sure when the committee will schedule the
hearing.

Smoke Filled Room
Literally. According to The Quorum Report (QR) when
staff unlocked the House State Affairs hearing room to
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start a hearing which in
Denton) statewide smoking ban bill it was filled with

'sfnokE. ' N® onke Ras dafhfed r@3RoRstibillty fr the M

prank. Was it by those opposed to the smoking ban

could certainly use the event to make their point.

DefpReShe pr&hR, the ®mmitted Heating took placd !

and here6s ahtplvawstd;-y pl a
tQeardnt. &f/Btated ifewsPstord) 385737 Rith he V §

bill was left pending. Committee chair Solomons (R
areplitog)ds not in favor of the bill, never a good
sign for the author. The Senate side has yet to
schedule a hearing on their corresponding bill.

Property Tax Bills Continue to Advance
Passed the House :

HB 8 by Rep. Otto (R-Dayton) makes the
(;nor‘pptr,ller()sr val ue tud
séhelow or- mor e .
stuﬂy oy appr(;qsal district process ando procedures
in the alternate year.

HB 408 by Rep. Isett (R-Lubbock) allows dis-
abled veterans to make installment property tax
payments.

HB 3612 by Rep. Otto (R-Dayton) establishes
a pilot program allowing appraisal review board
orders to be challenged by an appeal to the State
Office of Administrative Hearings. The three
year pilot program applies to taxpayers in Bexar,
Cameron, Dallas, El Paso, Harris, Tarrant, and
Travis counties.

HJR 36 by Rep. Otto (R-Dayton) is a consti-
tutfofal dmendBeht té 1St hdmestesdtapplaéo

als to the value as a residence.

Passed the Senate :

SB 20 by Sen. Williams is an omnibus prop-
erty tax reform bill that includes allowing consoli-
dated appraisal districts, appraising residential
property on residential value only,

clude

poi



http://www.star-telegram.com/state_news/story/1345737.html
http://www.star-telegram.com/state_news/story/1345737.html

Volume 2, Issue 3

Page 3

Legislative Chronicles

establishing a taxpayer ombudsman in ap-
praisal districts, changing the Comptroller's
value study to every other year and insti-
tutes an appraisal standards audit in the
interim year, establishes the Comptroller's
Property Value Study Advisory Committee
and a pilot program for appraisal appeals to
SOAH.

SJR 48 by Sen. Williams is a constitu-
tional amendment to limit homestead ap-
praisals to the value as a residence.

SB 771 by Sen. Williams limits the use
of comparables in the appraisal process to a
twenty-four month window and requires the
appraiser to consider any changes in events
or circumstances between the time of the
comparable and the appraisal date.

SB 873 by Sen. Harris (R-Arlington)
allows electronic filing of appraisal value
protests.

Passed out of committee

HB 637 and the related HJR 40 by Rep.
Guillen (D-Rio Grande City) allow a taxing
unit to provide a homestead exemption in a
fixed dollar amount instead of a percentage
amount. The bill analysis says that since
using a percentage allows taxpayers with
more expensive homes a greater dollar ex-
emption OHB 637
option of adopting a set exemption amount
as an alternative to a percentage homestead
tax exemption, providing all taxpayers an
equal exemption. 6
higher taxes but inappropriate to get higher
deductions.

SB 1497 by Sen. Williams provides for
binding arbitration in property appraisal
disputes and specifies that CPAs may repre-
sent taxpayers in disputes.
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No More Zero Tolerance

Wedve all read or hear of
getting a punishment that sounded too severe for
the crime because of a sg¢
Like getting strip searched to find two Advil or be-
ing booked and photographed by police for pulling a
fire alarm on a dare. Na
Houston) SB 2270 is received as well in the House
as it was in the Senate where it passed 31-0. The
bill says school authorities must take mitigating
circumstances into consideration when determining
appropriate punishment.

Lt.

From | ast weekds news rep
Gov. Dewhurst has trouble finding wines he likes in
Austin eateries so he asked Sen. Williams to file a bill
for wine aficionados. SB 2423 allows wine lovers to
BYOB to a restaurant, allows the restaurant to pour
and charge a corkage fee and lets the customer leave
with any |l eftover wine.
the trunk 7 there is no exception to the open container
law). The bill passed the Senate this week 31-0. This
was a great bill for those that like to drink expensive
wines. Restaurants should be okay with this bill be-
cause they can charge the corkage fee, which might
run as much as $20. That might be pretty high if you
take a $20 bottle of wine.

Governor Dewhur st dés V

- Speaking of leaving with your luot, theSenate also
passed CPA Se AWacopSBe341 whicld s
allows patrons of a mixed beverage permit holder in a
city that is less than 15,000 in population, in a
coupty wiph lgssithng 6590 papulatign a}adaﬂ{at
contains a historical preservation district that bor-
ders on a lake to leave the premises with their
drink in hand. But they have to walk because they
candt take them in their
to ride in the trunk).
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Lipstick Corner

TFRW PRESIDENT'S BIOGRAPHY

Toni Anne Dashieldl is Texas Federation of Repu
years she served TFRW as 1st VP, VP Campaign Activities, Deputy President Region IX
and Teenage Republican Liaison.

Her political involvement began in 1969 as a Teenage Republican.
She joined Kendall County Republican Women in 1995 and has
served as its PAC Treasurer, Vice President, and President, as well
as chairman of many committees. She was the Volunteer Coordinator
for the 2001 NFRW convention in San Antonio.

Her involvement with Republican Party has been broad and includes
being a delegate to the Republican Party of Texas conventions since
1998 and serving on different committees. She was the National Dele-
gate for Congressional District 23 in 2004 and has worked on many
campaigns outside of her county, city and district.

She traveled with TFRW6s AAO0O team across Texas
and Ade Frosto Dallas by helping Congressman F
with Senator Hutchisonds campaign coordinating
She is active in her community of Boerne while working with her husband as a Real Estate

and Insurance agent.

Recently,sheand40-50 | adies carried 500 tea bags to Na
book saying, ATAXED ENOUGH ALREADY. 0

Presently, Toni Anne is a candidate for 4™ Vice President to the National Federation of Re-
publican Women, if nominated at the National Convention in Orlando Florida in September.
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The Lighter Sid
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If you have something cute
you want to share, please
forward to Becky Clepper at
BClepper72681@aol.com

OR Rosemarie Hubbard at
Hubbal2@msn.com
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Conservatism: Of The People, By The People,

ARE YOU READY TO RUMBLE????

| hope you know the TEA parties were not a one time thing.
THEY WERE ONLY THE BEGINNING.

We have found our voices and have much to do:
Reach out to those who attended the rallies
Find ways to engage them-they may not want to become members, but engaging
them is the first step.

Focus attentions onto a few targeted issues and plan rallies around those issues:
Immigration
Government Spending
Voter ID
Find the conservative issues that appeal not only to Republicans, but also to
Independents and Conservative Democrats (American Solutions has found many!)
Learn how to define OURSELVES instead of allowing the media to define US.
We are already planning ways to help you and your local grassroots to develop better
individual skills in being effective with your voices, whether it is with the media, legisla-
tors, or with your friends.

Trainers will soon be available to come to our clubs to help you in a variety of ways:
Set goals and objectives for your club or county party, not just for this year but looking
forward to where you want to be in 3-5 years.

How to deal effectively with the media through interviews, letters to editors, talk radio and
newer media like Facebook and Twitter.

Learn how to follow U.S. Congressional legislation and make an impact with our on
networking.
So, |l etds ride this great momentum and

WE WILL SEE CHANGE!

LET6S RUMBLE! ! (STAY TUNEDE)

Credit 1st V.P. of TFRW, Rebecca Williamson, for this inspiring article!
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d f ontinued fromgpage 1
B Oar O Qllel;gng iﬁ§ns served as general counsel to a

Texas hight ech cor pod@@a%) oand 60®adf Co
. with the law firm of Haynes and Boone, L.L.P. ( 6-6 9 6 )
Rosemarie HUbbaIBbCky Clepper In 1990, President George H. W. Bush appointed Wil-
P . d t ; . . liams to be Assistant Secretary of Education for Civil
residen Leg|S|at|V6/the raCy Rights at the U.S. Department of Education, a position
once held by U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence
. o i Thomas. President George H. W. Bush previously ap-
Kay Whitaker Vickie BiRliados pointed Williams as Deputy Assistant Secretary for
. . . Law Enforcement at the U.S. Department of the
1st Vice President EthICS/B&\NS Treasury ( 6-890) . I n that capacity,
sight responsibility for the Federal Law Enforcement
Training Center, the U.S. Secret Service, the U.S. Cus-
Barbara Tague Lisa Townsend toms Service, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-
. . . o o d the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network.
2nd Vice PresidentCampaign Activities™ .
p g Williams also served in the Department of Justice as
Special Assistant to Attorney General Richard Thorn-
Roxv Heffernan : burgh-68688 I n 1988, he was awar
y Mar_y Lu Wlley General's "Special Achievement Award" for the convic-
Secretary Parliamentarian tion of six Ku Klux Klan members. Williams served as
a prosecutor in the Reagan Just
688) . Previously, he was an ass
Roseanne Ott in his hometown of Midland, Texas.
. : . He is a member of Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic
COFreSpondlng Se&@%ﬁﬁtter EdltorS. Church in Arlington, Texas. He and his best friend,
Becky Clepper Donna, celebrate 23 years of marriage.
M ary H arg |S R osem arl e H u b bardyww.WillimasForTexas.com
Treasurer/PAC Important Dates to Remember
Stephanie Williams May 13: General Meeting featuring Hans Klingler as
c guest speaker.
Membership
Letds welcome our newest | mel#®dk BoagdMeetig mont h of
April
Patricia Harless Announcing: R.A.D.
Patricia Harless has a strong commitment to the Repub-|  The Tomball Police Department will be teaching )
lican Party. An active member of Cherry Tree Republi- O T hRmpe AggressionDef ense System. o
can Club, Northwest Forest Republican Women, Texas free to all women, of all ages, who wish to learn
Tea Republicans, Cyfair Republican Women and Texas basic self-defense tactics and techniques. This is
Federation of Republican Women, and recently joined not a Martial Arts program,; it is designed to
the Yellow Rose of Texas RW, she has worked at the bring about awareness, risk reduction, and risk
grassroots and finance committee level for several lo- avoidance, along with basic hands-on defense
gili,niga(;[et;;?ﬁegaggcglrrfgpqgs(l)?gzlVHVarBI?JSSShVZl?\Z 6:_2' training. It is a 12 hour course, plus Workbook
appointed by Governor Rick Perry to the Texas Motor SR CLEY BN S 4
Vehicle Board (1998-2005). Contact Janet Barcelona for dates and times:
jbarcelona@tomballpd.com
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