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  Who Will Be The New Face Of The Conservatives?  

Roger Williams an-

nounced on June 11 that 

he would leave the ap-

pointed position of Secre-

tary of State to "pursue 

other opportunities". On 

July 16, 2007, Williams 

was named chairman of 

the Texas Republican 

Victory 2008 Coordinated 

Campaign, which assists 

candidates up and down 

the general election ballot. 

Republicans again won all 

statewide office in 2008 

and gained a seat in the 

United States House of 

Representatives but lost 

four seats in the Repre-

sentatives and county 

offices in populous Harris 

County. Late in 2008, 

Williams said that he is 

forming an exploratory 

committee to consider a 

run for the United States 

Senate seat held by fellow 

Republican Kay Bailey 

Hutchinson of Dallas, 

who has formed her own 

committee to consider a 

2010 race for governor of 

Texas. Hutchison's term is 

not contested again until 

2012. Hutchison's plans 

would create an intraparty 

challenge to incumbent 

Governor Rick Perry. Al-

though Kay Bailey Hut-

chinson has not resigned 

her Senate seat.  

Williams was reared in 

Fort Worth. He was a star 

baseball player for Texas 

Christian University from 

1968-1971 and attempted 

to play professionally with 

the Atlanta Braves farm 

team. He returned to Texas 

to coach Texas Christian 

University baseball team 

before he embarked on a 

career in business and pub-

lic affairs. Williams joined 

his father in a family auto-

mobile dealership founded 

in 1939. 

He is a trustee of TCU and 
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the George Bush School 

of Government and Pub-

lic Service at Texas A & 

M in College Station.  

Williams was appointed 

by Governor Perry to the 

Texas Motor Vehicle 

Board and by former 

Lieutenant Governor  

Ratcliff to the Special 

Committee on State Em-

ployee Compensation 

and Benefits. 

As secretary of state, 

Williams served as Chief 

Elections Officer for 

Texas, assisted county 

election officials and 

ensured the uniform ap-

plication and interpreta-

tion of election laws 

through the state. He 

oversaw the stateôs ef-

forts to comply with the 

federal Help America 

Vote Act. 
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Jessica Colon is Chairman of the Young Republican National 

Federation. She  addressed  the 2008 Republican National Con-

vention in her role as YRNF Chairman. In 2005, she founded 

the group Fix Our Future, which engaged hundreds of young 

people in advocacy and support of Social Security reform, cul-

minating in a rally on Capitol Hill. In 2007, she was named a 

'Rising Star Under 40' by the Republican National Committee.  

   

To Be or Not to Be A United States Texas Senator?  

Jessica Colon 
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Legislative Chronicles 

There May Be A Lot of Bills Left On 

The Floor This Session  
We are now past the 60 day mark of the session.   

The House is behind last session in terms of pas-

sage of major bills, make that any bills.  The House 

has not yet posted its first bill calendar for a House 

session and only 17 bills have moved to the House 

Calendars committee according to Texas Weekly.  

The Quorum Report says òmembers of the House 

reckon theyõre about a week to 10 days behind 

where they were last session.ó  Compounding the 

slow start is the record number of bills filed.  Total 

bills filed, not counting resolutions, numbered 

7,144, a 21% increase over the last session.  The 

Senate went wild filing 2,447 bills, a whopping 26% 

more than last session.   On Wednesday they finally 

passed, without further debate, the voter ID bill by 

the predicted straight party line vote of 19 -12.  The 

Senate passed six other bills during the Wednesday 

session now that the voter ID logjam is gone, in-

cluding one tort reform bill (see below) and a ban on 

speeding ticket cameras . 
 

Margin Tax  
Sen. Dan Patrick (R -Houston) announced the filing 

of SB 19 with the support of 16 Republicans, seven 

Democrats and Lt. Gov. Dewhurst.   23 senators are 

enough to pass the bill in the Senate.  There is 

nothing in Dan Patrickõs bill that canõt be found in 

other bills, but all the support could indicate this is 

THE MARGIN TAX BILL for the session.  SB 19 

increases the minimum total revenue required to 

pay tax from $300,000 to $1 million.  Senator Pat-

rickõs bill would keep 266,000 businesses from pay-

ing franchise taxes and benefit another 120,000 

with the new E -Z rate reduction.  Senator Patrick 

didnõt have any ideas on how to pay for the bill; say-

ing he would leave it up to the Senate budget writ-

ers to find the funds.  

Tort Reform Reform  
This week a bill by Rep. Giddings (D -Dallas) de-

signed to roll back a court decision, was heard 

before the House Business and Industry commit-

tee which extended limits on liability for negli-

gence by owners of property that already exist for 

general contractors.  Extending this benefit to 

property owners which appeared logical and legal 

to the Supremes caused an outcry against the rul-

ing.  Indeed, the Supreme Court is now rehearing 

the case.  Nevertheless a number of legislators 

are determined to take the matter out of the 

courts hands by passing legislation making it 

clear that the court got it wrong.  The bill was left 

pending before the committee.  

http://www.star -telegram.com/804/

story/1266608.html    
 

Bloodthirsty Bureaucrats                                                                                                                                                     
Did you know that the Texas Department of 

Health stores blood from virtually every baby 

born in Texas without the knowledge or permis-

sion of the parents?  Evidently this occurs be-

cause of some blood testing done to ensure the 

babyõs health, and the blood taken is subse-

quently used for research.  Rep Crownoverõs bill 

to allow parents to opt out of this process cleared 

the house Public Health Committee this week.  

The Austin American Statesman reports the de-

tails. http://www.statesman.com/news/content/

news/stories/local/03/18/0318babydna.html  
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 City of Tomball is Gearing up for a City 

Council Election  

The City of Tomball is gearing up for a city coun-

cil election to be held on May 9,2009.  Early vot-

ing begins April 27 -May 5th.  Exercise your right 

to make a differenceé.VOTE!  

Marilyn Davis, TFRW Legislative Chair  

http://www.star-telegram.com/804/story/1266608.html
http://www.star-telegram.com/804/story/1266608.html
http://www.statesman.com/news/content/news/stories/local/03/18/0318babydna.html
http://www.statesman.com/news/content/news/stories/local/03/18/0318babydna.html
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Projects & Fundraisers  

So You Think You Can Singé!  

 
 The Yellow Rose of Texas will be hosting its 

first annual fundraiser, ñThe Rose Follies,ò a 

karaoke contest on April 25th beginning at 7:00 

p.m. The ñ Rose Folliesò will take place at 

South Texas Coffee Company at 425 West 

Main Street in Tomball Texas.  Kay Glasscock, 

our newest member is chairing this event.  The 

entry fee for each contestant will be $20 and 

cover charge  for spectators will be $3 for 

adults, $2 for school age children and free for 

children under 5 years of age.  There will be 

three opportunities for a contestant to win.  

First Place and runner up  will be chosen by 

the three judges.  Each contestant will also be 

given a jar to collect money from the spectators 

attending the event and the contestant receiv-

ing the most money will win the Peopleôs 

Choice Award.  Stay tuned as more details are 

finalized in the coming weeks.   

 

  ñ A Bible in Every Foxholeò 
 

The Yellow Rose has collected 170 Bibles during the 

first three months of our campaign of a ñBible in Every 

Foxhole.ò  These Bibles were donated in prayer from a 

very generous organization.  If your church or organi-

zation has not donated Bibles yet, there is still time.  

Our first shipment will be the first of March. Virginia 

Gorman, Care for America Chairman says, ñ She is 

very excited about this project and the generosity of 

Tomball citizens.ò  It is not too late if your church or 

organization would like to participate in this program.  

Our second shipment will be June 1st.  If you would 

like to donate Bibles or cash for the purchase of  

Bibles, please contact Becky Clepper at  

bclepper72681@aol.com for pickup. 

             Mamie Eisenhower Literacy Project  
 

The Yellow Rose will be donating, Michelle Barnardôs ñ Womenôs Progress: How Women are Wealthier, 

Healthier and More Independent,ò in memory or Corresponding Secretary, Roseann Ottôs grandmother, 

Helen Witherstine.   The book will be donated to Magnolia Junior High in Magnolia Independent School 

District in Montgomery County. This will make the third book the Yellow Rose has donated this year to 

area schools on behalf of the Mamie Eisenhower Literacy Project. 



Diane Holland embodies the very essence of the Renaissance woman in that her life is a broad spec-

trum of interests and pursuits.  She is one who truly believes and lives 

the idea that one must always continue to explore and grow intellectually 

and spiritually.  How does Diane do this? She does this through taking 

risks and stretching beyond her comfort zone-- always going the extra 

mile.  She is a composition of the many roles she has and is playing in 

her life: mother; grandmother; professional businesswoman, community 

and political activist. Within each of these areas of Dianeôs life, she 

brings qualities which define the inner woman: honesty, loyalty, love, 

integrity, unselfishness, commitment, and humanity, and one very special 

trait a sense of humor about life and herself.  If you are around Diane for 

any length of time, you will be treated to humor and laughter; yet Diane is one who is very serious 

when the time and situation calls for serious action.  

 

How does a native Texan get to this point in life? Well she began with being reared in Houston and 

going on to Sam Houston State University graduating with a degree in journalism.  

Dianeôs love of the English language continues to be evident in her public speak-

ing, writing and storytelling.  In relating her story, she notes her familyôs move 

from Houston to Tomball in 1971.  ñI came with my heels dug in the ground,ò she 

recalled.  ñBut it wasnôt three months before I thought I would never go back.ò 

Diane immediately got involved in the community beginning with her childrenôs 

activities.  She served on the PTA Board, as a den Mother for Cub Scouts and a 

little league coach among other things.  She coached the 13 to 15 year-old girlsô 

little league team in 1983 and the team ended up winning the state title.   
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Lipstick Corner 

 

Read My Lipstick! 

One of Yellow Roseõs 

own, Diane  

Holland  with former 

President  

George H. Bush  

Diane Holland in Kennebunk-

port, Maine with former 

President George H. W. Bush  

Diane Holland: Our Very Own Renaissance Woman! 
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Read My Lipstick! 

 

 

Diane then expanded her interests in the Tomball community when, in 1973, she began working for the 

Tomball Chamber of Commerce. Her commitment to her community was recognized when she was 

named Citizen of the Year in 1986.  She was also elected the first woman president of The Texas 

Chamber of Commerce Executive Association.  Diane firmly believes 

that one must give back to community through service.  She has served 

on any number of boards and committees ranging from Tomballôs Mu-

seum Board, The Regional Arts Council Board to volunteering for 

Tomagwa.  

Dianeôs giving back to her community includes her active political in-

volvement in Tomball when she served as Mayor Pro Tem and Coun-

cilwoman for the City.  She will definitely offer her opinion regarding 

the path for the Cityôs future.  Diane presented herself as a mayoral 

candidate for the City of Tomball most recently.  In between all these 

activities, she served as the Chairwoman for the Tomball Centennial 

Commission, a daunting task which culminated in securing President 

George H. Bush as the guest speaker for the Centennial birthday party.  

She has to her credit memberships in the Northwest Forest Republican 

Women and currently is a charter member of our Yellow Rose of Texas 

Republican Women.   

 

Dianeôs professional career reflects her varied pursuits ranging from 

her presidency of the Tomball Chamber, to community liaison for 

Klein Bank, to Tomball Collegeôs Program Manager to her current position President of the Magnolia 

Parkway Chamber of Commerce.  To each of these positions, Diane has brought commitment and dedi-

cation.  

    Written with love by Harriet Fether 

Laura Bush, President George 

Bush, and YROT member, Diane 

Holland at the ranch in Crawford 



The Rose Review  Page 6 

Conservatism: Of The People, By The People, For The People 
 

Court Koenning 
(forefront); Donnie 

Lubeck and Roxy  
Heffenrnan  

Kay Glasscock our newest member.  

Becky Clepper ( Liter-

acy Chairman present-

ing Jared Woodfill with 

a book to be placed in 

Tomball Junior High, 

òKids are Americans, 

too,ó by Bill OõReilly 

Barbara Tague (forefront); Mary 

Hargis,  and Kay Whitaker enjoying  

Jared Woodfill speaking at YROT  

Eric Storey  

Melanie and George Hutson  

Jared Woodfill, Harris County GOP 

Chairman speaking at the  YROT 

General Meeting on March 11th  

A conservative gathering at South Texas Coffee Company in Tomball on 

March 11th during the YROT  General meeting.  Republicans from around 

town joined the Yellow Rose to hear Jaredõs comments and to speak about 


