
Leo Vasquez serves as the Tax Asses-
sor-Collector & Voter Registrar of Harris 
County, Texas, the nationôs third-most 
populous county comprising approxi-
mately 4 million people. 
 

Mr. Vasquez possesses more than 20 
years of private sector professional ex-
perience in the areas of corporate fi-
nance, mergers and acquisitions, strate-
gic planning, analysis, and hands-on 
business operations.  After graduating 
from Yale University with a degree in 
Economics, Mr. Vasquez began his pro-

fessional career in the financial mar-
kets of Wall Street.  He then went on 
to earn his M.B.A. from Columbia 
Universityôs Graduate School of 
Business.  He later served as presi-
dent of a civil construction company, 
chief operating officer of a defense 
electronics manufacturing firm, and 
as a corporate finance consultant.  
Prior to joining the Harris County Tax 
Office, he served as the chief finan-
cial officer of a Houston-based, 
global-scale organization operating 
in the coffee industry.   
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Presidentôs Message 

Here we are already 
into month number 
two.  With all the elec-
tions, campaign 
needs, and political 
upheaval that we face 
every day, every 
whereé.well, get 
your helmets and seat 
belts on!!  Recently we saw a very dra-
matic turn of events with the election of 
Scott Brown, a Republican, into the 
vacated seat of long-time Democrat 
Senator Ted Kennedy.  This speaks 
volumes, however, as we learned at 
the January meeting from our speaker, 
Apostle Clavier, things may not be as 
they seem.  I personally donôt believe 
that Massachusetts voted ñinò a Re-
publican, I think they voted ñoutò a De-
mocrat. I have the very strong feeling  
that if an independent had run, he/she 
would probably be the new Senator on 
the ñhill.ò  With that said, what are we-
doing to take advantage of this knowl-
edge?  Are we educating others with   

information we learn?  Are we sharing 
our spare time to help a conservative 
candidate win the next election?  Are 
we doing all we can do?  Are we part 
of the problem or part of the solution?  
I suggest we be a part of the solution.  
HOW?  The only  answer to this ques-
tion can be stated simply with one 
word ñCOMMUNICATE.ò 
 

Communicate ï tell friends, family, co-

workers, and any strangers that will let 

you bend their ear, what you know.  

Let them know what they can do to get 

actively involved, and tell them or show 

them how to get involved. 
 

Communicate ï ask everyone you pos-

sibly can if they are a registered voter.  

If they ARE A LEGITIMATE CITIZEN 

and are not registered, guide them in 

the process how they can register and 

encourage them to take this liberty that 

soldiers over the years have fought 

and died so we could have it! 
 

Continued on pg. 8  

General Meeting  
 

WEDNESDAY  

February 10, 2010  

At  
 

Los Toros  

Mexican Grill  
 

 

701 E. Main St  

Tomball, Texas  

6:30 pm  

 
 

Featuring  

Guest Speaker  

 

Leo Vasquez  
 



U. S. Congressman Michael 
McCaulôs Report on Veteransô 
Bills 
 

My father was part of what we 

now call ñThe Greatest Genera-

tion.ò  He flew missions over 

Europe in World War II as a bom-

bardier navigator.   I believe the 

men and women who defend our 

country and democracy around the 

world today have established 

themselves as the next ñGreatest 

Generation.ò  

  
Every man and woman who dons 

the uniform and takes the oath to 

serve and give their life to defend 

our country should be entitled to 

the best medical benefits and edu-

cation opportunities.  It is the very 

least we can do for their service 

and sacrifice. 
  

Last Congress I am proud that I 

voted to fully fund our military 

and our veterans for FYô09.  The 

$72.9 billion for veterans repre-

sents the largest funding level in 

history.  Some of the highlights 

include: 
  

Healthcare 
 

New VA Clinics in Tomball 

and Katy:  The outpatient clinics 

will make healthcare more con-

venient and eliminate long com-

mutes to Houston for veterans 

seeking routine medical treatment.  

The clinics are expected to open 

in 2010.  
  

Extended Care Facilities: 
$175 million in grants for States 

to construct and renovate VA ex-

tended care facilities.  

Extended Care Facilities:  
$175 million in grants for States to 

construct and renovate VA ex-

tended care facilities.  

 

Veterans Medical Services: In-

cludes funding increases for spe-

cialty mental health care, increased 

travel reimbursement rate to 41.5 

cents per mile and greater funding 

for the homeless veterans grants 

program. 

 

Disability Benefits  

 

Co-Sponsored HR 1436- Con-

current Receipt:  Retired Pay 

Restoration Act - Makes eligible for 

the full concurrent receipt of both 

veterans' disability compensation 

and either military retired pay or 

combat-related special pay those 

individuals who were retired or 

separated from military service due 

to a service-connected disability.  

 

Sponsored HR 5868- Wounded 

Warrior Retention Act:   Au-

thorizes a member of the Armed 

Forces who would normally be re-

tired, placed on the temporary dis-

ability retired list, or separated as 

the result of a combat-related dis-

ability to elect to instead be retained 

in an active status, as long as the 

member meets certain require-

ments.  
 

Education 

 

Co-sponsored and Voted for 

New GI BILL:   Will provide vet-

erans who served on active duty 

since 2001 with enhanced educa-

tional benefits and will not only 

fully fund the cost of an education,  
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A man who thinks of himself as 

belonging to a particular national 

group in America has not yet become 

an American. - Woodrow Wilson 

it will also allow service members 

who stay in the military the opportu-

nity to transfer their education bene-

fits to their spouses and their chil-

dren.  Passed in the House on June 

19, 2008.  

 

Defense 
87 billion in funding to provide for 

our troops and critical defense and 

national security programs  
 

733 million for troop facility and 

barracks repairs  
 

3.6 billion for Future Combat Sys-

tems (FCS)  
 

$750 million for National Guard and 

Reserve equipment  
 

$410 million for advocacy programs 

to families managing the difficult 

challenges of military service, such 

as the loss of the daily presence of a 

parent.   

 
 
 

 



Making the Sceneé. 

The Rose Review 

 

The current tax code is a daily 

mugging. - Ronald Reagan  
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Apostle Claver of the Ragingelephants.org 
Autographing his gift from the Yellow Rose 

L to R: Rose Hubbard, Outgoing President; Becky Clepper, 1st 
Vice President; Vickie Butler-Rindos, President presents, from 
the Rose membership, a gift of appreciation to Rose Hubbard 
for her service as President. 

Apostle Claver, guest speaker at 
January meeting 

Angelina Gooden, Candidate for 
Judge and member of the Rose 

Background: Lynn Bradshaw-Hull, 
candidate for Judge, David Tague, and  
Matt Heffernan and Stan Steinart, can-
didate for county clerk. 


